1 2005, Sprigg 1989, p. ) . This meant that Sprigg's original age assessment verged on the cautious side. In giving the first descriptions of many Ediacara fossils -his Early Cambrian ["Eocambrian"] jellyfishes', including the iconic Dickinsonia, Sprigg (1947 Sprigg ( , 1949 Sprigg ( , 1956 ) chose only local and informal publication. He did acknowledge "advice" from Curt Teichert. The importance and full significance of the fauna was not fully realized internationally, however, until the pivotal series of papers by Professor Martin F. Glaessner (1906 , e.g., Cloud, 1990 McGowran 1994) and his students, notably Mary J. Wade (1932 Wade ( -2005 Turner 2005) , and colleagues such as Preston Cloud. (Glaessner, 1959 (Glaessner, , 1961 (Glaessner, , 1979 (Glaessner, , 1981 (Glaessner, , 1984 She took to Geology with gusto and majored in geology and zoology, gaining a demonstratorship, she took six years (1954) (1955) (1956) (1957) (1958) (1959) to complete her Ph.D. on Tertiary forams, supervised by Glaessner (Turner 1997 (Turner , 1998 ; she then joined him in describing Ediacaran fossils. Wade wrote two major papers with Glaessner and at least seven singleauthored works (see Glaessner 1984; Wade, 1968 Wade, , 1969 Wade, , 1970 , which culminated in her contribution on the Scyphozoa to the Traité de Zoologie. (Wade, 1997) Sprigg, however, was not involved in this phase of the research, which was a source of regret for him (Sprigg 1989 ), but his career took a different turn as he continued with the Geological Survey in its search for uranium as part of Cold War paranoia and then later as he set up companies, GeoSurveys and Santos, and finally 'Arkaroola' in the Flinders Ranges as a geological and faunal reserve. As his notes of 29/1/47 state, he was practical about just what one could do in a day: "A man that cometh to a cross roads must turn his back upon the one way to follow the other" (a quote from The King's Henchmen). Sprigg, however, being the ever-pragmatic individual, noted (1989) that despite initial doubt being cast on his interpretations of the Ediacaran fauna and its Precambrian age, its preservation and life environment (Wade, 1969; Seilacher, 1984 , Runnegar, 1992 , his finds were "epochal."
Glaessner did not publish his final seminal work The Dawn of Animal Life until his last decade and Wade was due to assist with a revised second edition before he died. 
